
Aim – Pupils will learn how to draw the face.  First using guidelines to achieve the correct 
proportions, then look at shape and form focussing on the features.  Pupils will use pencil then 
go onto charcoals and chalks.  They will work from observation, use mirrors and draw their own 
face from a photograph. Pupils will then master mixing skin tones and learn about cultures, and 
how their geographic position has an impact on their skin and their lives.  All skin tones will be 
mixed, then students can paint their own choice of a portrait.  Artist will be studied to look at 
different approaches and styles.  Students will work in sketchbooks and on A3/A2 paper.

YR8 SoL – Drawing & painting the face

Resources

Powerpoints, worksheets, 

printouts of faces, photographs, 

tracing paper, pencils, charcoal 

and chalks, paints, inks, collage 

materials and varying sized 

cartridge and sugar paper.

project context 

• Artists research – Historic and contemporary portraits.  Lucien Freud, Chuck Close, Freda 
Kahlo, Kehinde Wiley, Robert Arneson, Elizabeth Louise Vigee Le Brun, Andy Warhol, Van 
Gogh

• Investigation drawings –Pupils will research from the internet, work from each other and 
use mirrors and photographs of their friends, families, celebrities and selves.  They will draw 
form life, look at historical cartoon caricatures and also explore conceptual and 
contemporary portraits.

• Material experiments –Pupils will use a variety of materials ranging from graphite pencil, 
charcoals and chalks, paints, washes, oil pastels, collage, photographs and observation.

• Planning & designing –Pupils will learn how to draw the face in proportion then go onto 
add tone and texture.  This will lead onto paint then and exploring mixing all skin tones.  We 
will look at portraits and their function and go onto plan your own portrait.  Pupils will start 
by working on the exploring and experimenting in their sketchbooks then go onto work on 
A3,A2 A1 paper.  The final work will be displayed around the school in an exhibition.



Keywords –Face, portrait, portraiture, proportion, oval, guidelines, features, expression, texture, 
form, character, characteristic, metaphor, melanin, albino, evolution, composition, tones, palette, 
paint, tones, depth, shadow, highlights, background, foreground.
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Assessment – pupils receive 1-2-1 every lesson. Research sheets are marked out of 24, plus a working 
grade. Individual written feedback is provided on the back of each sheet (WIN). Work is remarked when 
changes/developments have been made.

Homework –all homework should be done on blank paper or into their sketchbook. Pupil should 
complete 2 drawing homework's per term additional with forms/kahoot. Pupils are encouraged to 
explore new artists, techniques, drawings to extend their understanding and produce a diverse 
personal final outcome. 

SMSC/British Values

Spiritual – explore different style of artwork from various artists, express their ideas, meaning & 
feelings.

Moral – look, discuss & evaluate artwork that show different aspects of life. Discuss & share ideas 
about the message the artist maybe trying to give.

Social – explore artwork from different movements & discuss how this can show the lifestyle of 
people, changes over periods of time.

Cultural – work links with contextual themes that encompass cultures, civilization, beliefs & 
religions from around the world. 
British values -take in to account the views of others, follow class rules – safe practice, understand 
the consequences if rules are not followed, make own choices, talk about artwork from different 
cultures, faiths & cultures from around the world, review each others work respectfully, help & advise 
others.

Curriculum links

Literacy – keywords 
displayed on the wall. Make 
notes from PP, YouTube clips. 
Write personal comments on 
the outcome of experiments. 
Research various artists/links 
to own work. Evaluations. 
Numeracy – Oval, 

approximations, 

proportions, guidelines, 

estimating, time lines 

through periods of art, 

mixing proportions of 

paint, drawing a grid.

SEN/EAL 

• Sentence starters.
• Keyword descriptors.
• 1-2-1
• Visual examples
• Digital research sheets 
• Revisit, review, retrieve
• New skills in small steps
• Group work
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Extension task
Choose a celebrity and make a drawing/painting of them.  Choose a background and collage in the style of 
Kehinde Wiley.  Think about how you want to represent them and why.


