
Aim – To understand colour theory, create a colour wheel, paint tints and shades, hues, 
primary, secondary and complementary colours. Pupils will understand how to use a 
paintbrush, mix colours and apply paint.  Pupils are encouraged to experiment with 
brushstrokes to create texture and depth.  Using colour to create mood and atmosphere.  
Researching artists use of colour and painting styles.  Students will be encouraged to build their 
skills and knowledge, confidence and enjoyment to use paint and colour. 

YR7 SoL – Colour theory

Resources

Powerpoints, worksheets, 

stencils, youtube clips, Pencils, 

pens, paint, spray paint, gloves, 

stencils, rubbers, sharpeners, 

compasses, rulers, lightbox, glue, 

card.

project context 

• Artists research – Pupils will explore a variety of artists and their use of colour.  Haapaniemi, 
Hundertwasser, Kandinsky, Van Gogh, Picasso, Munch, Medieval Art, Indian art, Naive art 
and the Expressionists.

• Investigation paint and paintings- Pupils will learn about the colour wheel and understand 
colour theory.  They will mix tints and shades and hues.  Primary, secondary and 
complementary colours meanings and importance are taught. Brushstrokes and paint 
application is investigated.

• –Material experiments –Pupils will explore colour and texture.  Watercolour, ready mix and 
acrylic are used and their qualities are explored.

• Planning & designing –Pupils will paint their own A3 colour wheel and tints and shades.  
They will plan their own work in sketchbooks then create their own work in the style of the 
artist.

Students are encouraged to attend art club after school to further develop and practise their 
brush work and mixing and blending skills.  Students are encouraged to develop their own 
style.



Keywords –Primary, secondary, tertiary, complementary colours, brushes, painting, mixing, 
blending, palette, waterpot, colour theory, tints, shades, artists names, texture, layers, washes, 
background, mood, create, atmosphere.

YR7 SoL – colour theory

Assessment – pupils receive 1-2-1 every lesson. Research sheets are marked out of 24, plus a working 
grade. Individual written feedback is provided on the back of each sheet (WIN). Work is remarked when 
changes/developments have been made.

Homework –all homework should be done on blank paper or into their sketchbook. Pupil should 
complete 2 drawing homework's per term additional with forms/kahoot. Pupils are encouraged to 
explore new artists, techniques, drawings to extend their understanding and produce a diverse 
personal final outcome. 

SMSC/British Values

Spiritual – explore different style of artwork from various artists, express their ideas, meaning & 
feelings.

Moral – look, discuss & evaluate artwork that show different aspects of life. Discuss & share ideas 
about the message the artist maybe trying to give.

Social – explore artwork from different movements & discuss how this can show the lifestyle of 
people, changes over periods of time.

Cultural – work links with contextual themes that encompass cultures, civilization, beliefs & 
religions from around the world. 
British values -take in to account the views of others, follow class rules – safe practice, understand 
the consequences if rules are not followed, make own choices, talk about artwork from different 
cultures, faiths & cultures from around the world, review each others work respectfully, help & advise 
others.

Curriculum links

Literacy – keywords 
displayed on the wall. Make 
notes from PP, YouTube clips. 
Write personal comments on 
the outcome of experiments. 
Research various artists/links 
to own work. Evaluations. 
Numeracy – The circle, 

drawing and 

measuring tables, 

estimating amounts, 

halves, quarters and 

approximates.  Dates 

and art periods 

throughout time.SEN/EAL 

• Sentence starters.
• Keyword descriptors.
• 1-2-1
• Visual examples
• Digital research sheets 
• Revisit, review, retrieve
• New skills in small steps
• Group work
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EXTENSION TASK

1   Create a painting to music of your own choice.  Use paint and colour which expresses your mood and feelings.  
Use images, shapes and brushstrokes which show energy and mood.
2   Show your blending skills and create a painting with soft tints and pastels.  Make this an imaginary painting.  You 
can paint whatever you choose.
3   Use bold colours which complement each other and stand out.  You might choose graffiti lettering and pattern 
and fill the page with energy and colour. If you use black, remember to try to use this after lighter and bright colours 
have been applied.


