
  

ADVICE AND GUIDANCE ON PROGRESSION BEYOND YEAR 11  

Careers Guidance meeting.  All Year 11s will attend a careers guidance meeting in 

December/January. At these sessions you will receive advice on all the different pathways 

available to you.  You will also be asked to complete at least 2 data collection forms to help 

us to direct you towards the most appropriate courses/support. 

 

Option 1 – studying at college/sixth form 

The most important things for you to consider are being on the right course/s at the right 

place for you.    

Applying is easy, but make sure you know the following:  

a) What course you are applying for – both in terms of the subject area and the level 

that the course is offered at.  For example, there’s no point applying for a level three 

course if you know you won’t get the grades to access it.  The level of course you 

apply for usually determines the length of the course.  

b) What qualification you will receive and what pathways it could lead to?  

c) Have you get a definite written offer of a place and what are the entry requirements 

for that place?  

For more information about getting into college, you are strongly recommended at attend 

an Open Day as soon as possible.  Visit the institution website for more details:  

The next steps and choices to make are really important as they can determine the courses 

and employment sectors you can enter in the future. For example did you know if want to 

study Medicine, Chemistry is preferable to Biology or for Architecture, you don’t need to 

have studied Maths and Physics?   

To help you find out more about different career pathways, please spend time researching, 

using the following:  

www.nationalcareersservice.direct.gov.uk – National Careers Service 

www.icould.com – Lots of information on different careers www.prospects.ac.uk – 

Information on graduate careers www.ucas.com – Information on what 

universities are looking for www.notgoingtouni.co.uk – Information on alternatives 

to further study  

 

http://www.nationalcareersservice.direct.gov.uk/
http://www.nationalcareersservice.direct.gov.uk/
http://www.icould.com/
http://www.icould.com/
http://www.prospects.ac.uk/
http://www.prospects.ac.uk/
http://www.ucas.com/
http://www.ucas.com/
http://www.notgoingtouni.co.uk/
http://www.notgoingtouni.co.uk/


Option 2 – choosing an apprenticeship  

Apprenticeships offer a combination of work and training.  They are paid at a minimum of 

£4.55 an hour.   Applying for an apprenticeship is straightforward, but be aware that a lot of 

applications are rejected because of careless errors on the forms.  If you are interested in 

an apprenticeship, you should apply for a minimum of three to five vacancies as some 

apprenticeships attract hundreds of applications for each place.  

There will be many events held in school during the year to support you in this process but 

the responsibility is yours for applying for apprenticeships you are interested in.    

For further information on apprenticeships visit:  

www.newcastle.gov.uk/services/schools-learning-and-childcare/post-16-andadult-

learning/connexions   

0191 277 1944 www.newcastleuxl.co.uk  

0191 2653003 ext. 217  

All apprenticeships are advertised on the Gov.uk page. To be able to apply for an 

apprenticeship you must register here.  

Go to www.apprenticeships.gov.uk  

Create an account  

You will need an email and mobile telephone number.   

Ensure your email address is professional.   

If you have a National Insurance number enter it but you can still apply without it.   

If you would like help completing the skills and experience sections please see Mrs Spark.   
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